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“Music . . . can name the unnameable and  
communicate the unknowable.”

—Leonard Bernstein
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Welcome
A New Season with Deep Roots

This newest season of Fine Arts at First Presbyterian Church 
is an emphatic answer to a question on many minds: Will the 
series continue following the departure of Donald Duncan?  
As director of music for over a decade, Donald brought to life 
his vision of how music could serve our East Texas community. 
His creativity and leadership, along with others before him, 
built this ministry into what it is today. We are proud to con-
tinue the tradition.

This year, we are overjoyed to highlight the talents of local 
artists as well as several professional musicians who spent 
some of their childhood years at FPC. They now bring their 
talents and love of music back to us. These featured musicians 
are marked with an asterisk (*) throughout the brochure. 
This season will see the return of several traditions, including 
Nine Lessons and Carols and the annual Jazz Brunch, and will 
conclude with a stunning organ recital by our new interim 
director of music, Mr. Lee Kohlenberg.

Stuart G. Baskin 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church
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“Neither a lofty degree of intelligence nor imagination nor both together 
go to the making of genius. Love, love, love, that is the soul of genius.”

— Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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MOZART & MORE
Sunday, September 18, 2016, 3 pm | Sanctuary 
Reception to Follow

A recital featuring the music of J. S. Bach, Haydn, Brahms, and of course  
W. A. Mozart boasts compositions for piano and wind ensemble, including 
trumpet solo and a lively arrangement for four-hand piano. The ensemble 
has been performing together in and around Tyler for four years, since its 
first performance during FPC’s 2012–2013 Fine Arts Series.

JUDY BRIDEWELL BIONDINI* piano
JEFFREY FORD piano
AMANDA ALBERT HUGHES piano
JUDY WILKINS piano
JEREMY MCBAIN trumpet

ROBERT BIONDINI, SUE BUGG,  
KERRY HUGHES, JEREMY MCBAIN,  
KATIE MCBAIN, JANELLE OTT,  
MICHAEL THRASHER  
wind ensemble

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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“There’s music in the sighing of a reed; There’s music in the  
gushing of a rill; There’s music in all things, if men had 

ears: Their earth is but an echo of the spheres.”

—Lord Byron
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SONGS OF LOVE,  
LONGING, & LOSS
Sunday, November 13, 2016, 4 pm | Sanctuary

In this striking recital of soaring arias and beloved musical theater selections, 
two professional opera performers with East Texas roots share the repertoire of 
the opera house in the stunning and sacred acoustics of the sanctuary at FPC. 

DANA PUNDT-BARBOSA* lyric coloratura soprano | 
Ms. Pundt-Barbosa sang in the children’s choirs at 
First Presbyterian Church. She discovered her love 
of classical voice in the fledgling opera company, 
Opera East Texas. After attending the College 
Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincin-
nati, Ms. Pundt-Barbosa launched a career as an 
opera singer. She has performed with prestigious 
programs including Glimmerglass Opera, Opera 
Iowa, and Seattle Opera. 

PEDRO WILLIS-BARBOSA tenor | Mr. Willis-Bar-
bosa was born in Bahia, Brazil, and raised in the 
United States. Since studying music at Northern 
Illinois University and Louisiana State University, 
Mr. Willis-Barbosa has sung with Opera for the 
Young, Opera Louisiane, Opera East Texas, and the 
Tulsa Opera, among others. He met his wife, Dana 
Pundt-Barbosa, while the two were young opera 
students with the Des Moines Metro Opera.

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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NINE LESSONS & CAROLS
Sunday, December 18, 2016, 6 pm | Sanctuary

This year marks the eleventh anniversary of the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at First Presbyterian Church. This celebration is 
an East Texas re-creation of a perennial favorite at King’s College, 
Cambridge, England, with roots that can be traced back to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1880. The ecumenical service has 
become a beloved tradition in the Tyler community, drawing a 
crowd from across the region to celebrate the Christmas season 
with a solemn, candlelit festival.

Eleventh Annual Festival of

TYLER CIVIC CHORALE
LEE KOHLENBERG conductor

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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“Where are these joys? Nowhere but there, where the Angels sing new 
songs, and bells ring in the court of the King; O that we were there!”

—German Carol
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“When I hear music, I fear no danger. I am invulnerable. I see 
no foe. I am related to the earliest times, and to the latest.”

—Henry David Thoreau
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THE VIOLA IN 1919
Sunday, January 8, 2017, 4 pm | Sanctuary

In the aftermath of World War I, three composers were curiously drawn to 
the alto voice of the viola, which had rarely before been given status as a 
solo instrument. In the resulting works of Ernest Bloch, Paul Hindemith,  
and Rebecca Clarke, the low fascination of the viola comes to life in music 
that draws on multi-cultural influences and lays the foundation for the 
instrument’s place in modern music literature.

BRENTON CALDWELL* viola | Brenton Caldwell was raised at FPC 
where he participated in youth activities. He began studying the viola 
at the age of twelve, and soon earned a place as an inaugural fellow 
in the Academy, a program of Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute and 
the Juilliard School in partnership with the New York City Department 
of Education. Mr. Caldwell, a dedicated teacher, is on the faculty of Texas 
Strings Camp and the Curtis Summerfest Young Artist Summer Program and has  
performed with the Alabama Symphony, National Symphony, and New York Philharmonic.

Featured Musician

Free Admission
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2016–2017 Season at a Glance
In addition to the concerts highlighted throughout this brochure, guests are always 
welcome to join the FPC congregation in worship on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11 am. 
Special worship services included in this season overview highlight the musical talent of 
FPC’s own ensembles, as well as special guest musicians. See pages 18–21 for more info.

SEPTEMBER 2016
Mozart & More
Sunday, September 18 | 3 pm 

OCTOBER 2016
UT Tyler Fall Concert
Saturday, October 8 | 6 pm

Music Dedication Sunday
Sunday, October 16 | 11 am
Featuring each of FPC’s music  
ministry ensembles and choirs.

On the Other Side of the Baton
Tyler Civic Chorale

Saturday, October 29 | 7 pm

Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 30 | 8:30 & 11 am
Celebrate the Presbyterian Reformed 
heritage through dramatic readings.

NOVEMBER 2016
All Saints’ Day  
Sunday, November 6 | 8:30 & 11 am
Commemorate the saints who have en-
tered the Church Triumphant before us.

Songs of Love, Longing, & Loss
Dana Pundt-Barbosa &  
Pedro Willis-Barbosa

Sunday, November 13 | 4 pm

Voices of Faith Fall Concert
Friday, November 18 | 7 pm

DECEMBER 2016
UT Tyler Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 10 | 6 pm

Eleventh Annual Festival  
of Nine Lessons & Carols

Tyler Civic Chorale
Sunday, December 18 | 6 pm

Family Crèche Service
Saturday, December 24 | 3 pm
 FPC Chapel
Interactive Christmas Eve service  
especially for children and families.
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Featured Artist

Artist in Residence

Location (if not Sanctuary)

Ticketed Event
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46th Annual Moravian Lovefeast
Saturday, December 24 | 5:30 pm
A reverent, candle-lit Christmas Eve 
tradition of scripture and song, accom-
panied by a “feast”—homemade sweet 
buns and hot cocoa served to each pew 
of worshippers.

JANUARY 2017
The Viola in 1919

Brenton Caldwell, viola
Sunday, January 8 | 4 pm

FEBRUARY 2017
Jazz Brunch

George Faber Trio
Sunday, February 26 | 12 pm
 FPC Fellowship Hall

MARCH 2017
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 1 | Noon & 7 pm
The Lenten season begins with  
the imposition of ashes.

UT Tyler & TJC Joint Concert
Saturday, March 4 | 6 pm

Masterworks Concert
Tyler Civic Chorale

Saturday, March 25 | 7 pm

Voices of Faith Spring Concert
Friday, March 31 | 7 pm

APRIL 2017
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 9 | 8:30 & 11 am
Holy Week begins with a palm  
processional led by bagpipes.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 13 | 7:30 pm
The first of the Great Three Days of  
Holy Week, with the Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday
Friday, April 14 | 7:50 pm
This service of darkness marks the 
Lord’s passion.

Easter Day Celebrations
Sunday, April 16 | 8:30 & 11 am
Easter Eggstravaganza | 9:30 am
Celebrate the resurrection. Easter 
Eggstravaganza, an FPC fellowship 
tradition for all ages, plays out on  
the front lawn.

Kirkin’ of the Tartans
Lyon College Pipe Band

Sunday, April 23 | 11 am

UT Tyler Spring Finale Concert
Saturday, April 29 | 6 pm

MAY 2017
Contrasts: Dramatic & Subtle

Lee Kohlenberg, organ
Sunday, May 7 | 4 pm
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JAZZ BRUNCH
Sunday, February 26, 2017, 12 pm | Fellowship Hall

The unique rhythmic language of jazz encapsulates something 
essentially human, at once championing both the individual 
and the collective. Celebrate this rich musical history with us at 
a special jazz brunch featuring the George Faber Trio. The event 
will be a feast for the senses.

GEORGE FABER TRIO | George Faber is an accomplished 
keyboardist and bass player also known for his work as a 
music producer, arranger, and educator. His far-ranging 
career has taken him from Stephen F. Austin State 
University to the Lincoln Center, the Great Wall of China, 
and beyond.

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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“Music is your own experience, your thoughts, your wisdom. 
If you don’t live it, it won’t come out of your horn.”

— Charlie Parker
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KIRKIN’ OF THE TARTANS
Sunday, April 23, 2017, 11 am | Sanctuary 
12 pm | Luncheon on the Lawn

A procession of tartan plaid and bagpipes celebrates First Presbyterian 
Church’s Scottish heritage and has become an annual tradition for the 
congregation. Join us as special guest musicians, the Lyon College Pipe 
Band, return to lead the celebration.

LYON COLLEGE PIPE BAND  | Founded in 1872 by the Presbyterian Church, whose roots are in 
Scotland, Lyon College is home to an arts program designed to teach, preserve, and celebrate 
the Scottish arts and traditions in America. With a second-place prize from the World Pipe Band 
Championships in Glasgow, Scotland, under its belt, Lyon College’s Scottish Heritage Program 
truly is the most significant in the nation for bagpiping, drumming, and Highland dancing. 

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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“The Fine Arts Concert Series at FPC is a window to our wider world. 
We listen to world-class artists who inspire, entertain, and inform  
us. We are grateful for each of these precious experiences.”

— Kathy Babin, FPC member
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“The Fine Arts Series cares for so many of us, members and non-members, via the 
beauty and quality of musical offerings. Thanks be to God for this ministry.”

— Judy Wilkins, accompanist, Tyler Civic Chorale
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CONTRASTS:  
DRAMATIC & SUBTLE
Music from Bach to Sowerby 
Sunday, May 7, 2017, 4 pm | Sanctuary

Experience the organ’s wide range of emotional expression through the music 
of such renowned composers as J. S. Bach and Leo Sowerby. FPC’s interim or-
ganist and director of music Lee Kohlenberg, joined by guest instrumentalists, 
will perform pieces evoking elation and exuberance, contemplation, despair 
and hope, and finally quiet joy and peace.

LEE KOHLENBERG organ (with guest instrumentalists) | After serving as a 
full-time organist-choirmaster for 40 years at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
(Charleston, SC), St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church (Sewickley, PA), and the 
Cathedral of St. James (Chicago), Mr. Kohlenberg formally retired and has  
served as an interim for many churches both in Charleston and in Nantucket  
in the intervening years. He and his wife Elsie have temporarily relocated to Tyler  
while Mr. Kohlenberg joins First Presbyterian Church as its interim director of music.

Featured Musicians

Free Admission
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TYLER CIVIC CHORALE
tylercivicchorale.org

Now in its 49th season as Tyler’s premier choral 
ensemble, the Tyler Civic Chorale continues to 
bring to life an impressive range of music, from 
great, sacred masterworks to beloved American 
folk songs and carols. Over the course of its histo-
ry—with most of the last half-century in resi-
dence at First Presbyterian Church—the Chorale 
has sung requiems by Brahms, Mozart, Duruflé 
and Fauré, as well as Handel’s Messiah, Haydn’s 
Creation, and dozens of other masses, motets, 
cantatas, and oratorios.

While the major corpus of choral music is drawn 
from the Western Christian church, the Chorale 
also seeks to honor a great breadth of musical 
traditions extending beyond the sacred, engag-
ing with the 20th-century American songbook, 
modern composers, folk songs and carols, madri-
gal compositions, and more.

Tickets are available at the door and online.

On the Other Side of the Baton 
Jeffrey Ford, conductor

Saturday, October 29, 2016 | 7 pm
Sanctuary | $15 adults / $5 students
Featuring a variety of music ranging from  
the great classics to American folk music.

11th Annual Festival of  
Nine Lessons & Carols

Lee Kohlenberg, conductor
Sunday, December 18, 2016 | 6 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

Masterworks Concert
Lee Kohlenberg, conductor

Saturday, March 25, 2017 | 7 pm
Sanctuary | $15 adults / $5 students

a | Artists in Residence
First Presbyterian Church hosts the rehearsals and performances of several local musical 
ensembles, providing a beautiful space for the community to practice and experience the 
musical arts. All concerts are free of charge unless otherwise noted.
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UT TYLER 
uttyler.edu/music/choral

First Presbyterian Church is home to the joint con-
certs of the UT Tyler Patriot Singers and Concert 
Chorale, under the direction of Cameron Rose. 
The Patriot Singers, UT Tyler’s premiere choral 
ensemble, perform a wide repertoire, from sacred 
Renaissance music to contemporary vocal jazz. 
The Concert Chorale, which joins the Patriot Sing-
ers in concert, is UT Tyler’s community choir.

Fall Concert
Saturday, October 8, 2016 | 6 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 10, 2016 | 6 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

Joint Concert with TJC Chamber Singers
Tyler Junior College Chamber Singers

Saturday, March 4, 2017 | 6 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

Spring Finale Concert
Saturday, April 29, 2017 | 6 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

VOICES OF FAITH
vofchoir.weebly.com

Since 2008, Voices of Faith has sought to give 
young musicians a space to explore their artistic 
discipline through a God-honoring repertoire. 
The choir gathers together over seventy-five 
talented vocalists from the East Texas area—in-
cluding middle school, high school, and college 
students—in a Christ-centered, community choral 
program under the direction of Pam Eikner, with 
accompanist Dana Bertino. Students believe their 
talents are a gift from God, and they actively seek 
ministry opportunities.

Fall Concert
Friday, November 18, 2016 | 7 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

Spring Concert
Friday, March 31, 2017 | 7 pm
Sanctuary | Free Admission

“I am excited about the upcoming 49th season for the  
Tyler Civic Chorale! Our goal is to continue our mission of  
providing excellence in choral singing to the community.”

—Cherisa York, Board President, Tyler Civic Chorale
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Over the years your generosity and com-
mitment have sustained Fine Arts at First 
Presbyterian Church as a vibrant space for 
fine arts in East Texas. While most con-
certs are offered free of charge, none of 
them are without expense. Hosting guest 
artists, maintaining this beautiful space, 
coordinating Artists in Residence, getting 
the word out—all of these efforts require 
resources.

Consider what these offerings have meant 
to you—from a musical, cultural, or spir-
itual standpoint—and consider making 
a gift. Your contributions help this series 

continue to flourish as a venerable, living 
tradition of fine music-making.

Help us keep the music alive. Use the  
envelope in the centerfold to donate today.

Keep the Music Alive

SEATING & TICKETS
Seats are offered on a first come, 
first served basis; all Sanctuary 
seating is in pews. The majority 
of concerts are free and open to 
the public. For ticketed concerts, 
purchase tickets at the door or in 
advance. Ticket purchase infor-
mation is listed with concerts in 
this brochure, where applicable. 

PARKING
Free parking is available in two 
parking lots at FPC: one on the 
south side of the Fellowship Hall, 
and another east of the main 
building. Designated handicap 
parking is available in the upper 
portion of the south lot near Fel-
lowship Hall. Please do not park 
at the local businesses surround-
ing the church. 

CHILDREN
Older children are welcome at 
our concerts; however, if they 
become noisy or unsettled, 
please quietly exit the Sanctu-
ary in order not to disturb other 
concertgoers. A nursery is not 
provided during concerts, with 
the exception of events taking 
place on Sunday mornings.

“The opportunity to preserve this vital 
part of our culture depends on programs 
like FPC’s Fine Arts Series.  Without it, 
future generations will be deprived of 
exposure to the best music of the ages.”

—David Hudson, FPC member



More FPC Music
The Music Ministries at First Presbyterian 
Church welcome musicians of all skill levels 
and backgrounds to join us in glorifying 
God. Learn about joining the ministry at 
fpctyler.com/music.

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
The Carol Choir teaches basic music reading skills 
and singing technique, as well as tenets of Re-
formed worship and music. Ring-and-Sing combines 
elements of singing and handbells. Both groups 
contribute to worship throughout the school year.

ADULT ENSEMBLES
The Chancel Choir leads worship with a musical 
variety ranging from the great anthems of the 
Reformation and choral masterworks to modern, 
hymn-based anthems and Gospel music. The Car-
illon Handbell Choir chimes during worship often, 
utilizing a five-octave set of Malmark bells.

ORGAN
FPC Tyler’s sanctuary organ—the largest in all of 
East Texas—was built in 2000 by Casavant Frères. It 
features beautiful clear flutes, warm diapasons, and 
a variety of reed color and tone, as well as a gener-
ous number of lush strings and celestes.

STAY IN TOUCH
230 W. Rusk St., Tyler, TX 75701
[p] 903.597.6317 · [f] 903.597.6326
[e] finearts@fpctyler.com

fpctyler.com/finearts
facebook.com/fineartsfpc
twitter.com/fpctyler
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“The music is not in the notes, but in the silence between.”

—Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart


